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RGK Wheelchairs, 
Inc., is proud to 
support People in 
Motion for the 
fifth year in a 
row. We are a 
North American 
based company 
bringing RGK 
Wheelchairs, 
Varilite™ Seating 
(Cushions, Backs, 
PAL Lateral, and 
other Supports), 
and Kenda Tires 
to the market 
place. We also 
have the largest 
stock of Spinergy 
Wheels in Canada 
(22”, 24”, 25”, 
26”, and 700c), 
and carry Sun 
Metal, MBL, 
Natural-Fit, and a 
host of other 
products for 
immediate 
shipment. 

Our products 
provide posture, 
comfort, and 
quality to 
enhance 
lifestyles and 
promote 
independence. 

RGK at People in Motion 
The 16th Annual People in Motion Show features 
63,000 square feet of exhibits which include 
adapted vehicles, mobility aids, barrier-free design, 
rehabilitation services, home health care products, 
accessible travel, leisure activities, technical aids, 
employment information, corporate services and 
government programs. 
RGK Wheelchairs, Inc., is proud to be there for the 
fifth year in a row and we look forward to showing 
our products and discussing individual needs 
directly with the end users of our products, as well 
as prescribing authorities, and the folks in the 
dealer network. Coming soon in North America is 
the Max Lite. Titanium frame, castor forks, side 
guards, and integrated camber bar, along with 
RGK’s ergonomic seating system. Compliment this 
with 18 spoke Spinergy wheels and you will enjoy 
the strongest, lightest, and most comfortable unit to get you from A to B! 
Enjoy yourself at the www.people-in-motion.com show and be sure to check 
out the dealers at the show that we share a working relationship. See us at 
booth E17-18-19 for RGK Wheelchairs, Varilite ™, Kenda and American Airless, 
Natural-Fit Hand rims, Balance Wheelchairs, Frog Leg forks, ADI Brakes/Locks, 
Dynamis Mobility Power Chair, and r. a. designs Products. 

r.a. designs 

RGK wheelchairs has teamed up with r.a. 
designs to bring an incredibly innovative 
product to market that promises to 
revolutionize not only road and track 
racing, but may bring many changes to the 
way daily use wheelchairs are built. The 
Ovation is a carbon fibre and titanium 
hybrid racing frame that truly pushes the 
envelope of top 

quality 
materials and incorporates many existing features 
from the bicycle industry. By using existing bicycle 
parts whenever possible  it allows easy access to 
aftermarket parts and the incredible research and 
development that has been going on for centuries 
for bicycles. 

Some of the elements of the racing design have 
already trickled down to bolt-on products for everyday use like the r.a. designs 
carbon fibre fenders, featured in the picture with a Varilite™ Talon™ back, that 
either attach permanently or with Velcro to make them easily removable when 
necessary. See on-line at: http://www.ra-designs.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The Balance 
Wheelchair is a 
neoteric 
approach to 
meeting braking 
needs without the 
use of the users 
hands. 

Natural-Fit™ 

 
Smart Wheel™ 

Three Rivers has 
been the 
recipient of 12 
grant awards for 
Small Business 
Innovation 
Research and 
Small Business 
Technology 
Transfer in the 
last five years 
(2000-2005). 
These highly 
competitive 
awards have 
come from the 
National 
Institutes of 
Health and the 
National Institute 
on Disability and 
Rehabilitation 
Research. 

Whether it's winning a race to the local park, winning the Boston marathon, or 
performing to the Max in life, get used to the sound of cheering when you use 
r.a. designs products. For more info: jeff@adamsmania.com 

Balance Wheelchair 

Eric Larson and a team of Industrial Design students at the University of Illinois 
developed a new product to give athletes in various sports better control and 
maneuverability over their chair. They labeled it the Balance Wheelchair and 
have received significant support from the U of I at Urbana-Champaign and an 
E-team grant from the National Collegiate Inventors and Innovators Alliance. 
The Balance Wheelchair technology allows an individual to control their chair 
without the use of their hands; a built-in braking system harnesses the user's 
body movements to control the direction and speed of the chair. Although 
originally conceived to assist athletes to increase productivity in their given 
sport, which is consistent with a lot of innovations that have led to enhancing 
the quality of life for all, the Balance concept is being looked at to compliment 
daily use mobility. 
The leaning of the body is translated into the mechanical stopping power of 

hydraulic disc brakes connected to the 
hub of the chair's driving wheels. To 
achieve this, the seatback of the chair is 
split into halves, both able to move 
independently. When enough force is 
applied to either side of the seatback it 
will move pulling on a cable that then 
activates a disc brake on the respective 
wheel causing its rotation to slow and 
thus the chair to turn. Should the athlete 
lean stra ight back, applying force to both 
sides of the seatback, both brakes are 
activated causing the chair to slow 

and/or stop. For more information about the Balance Wheelchair, contact Eric 
at: ewlarson@uiuc.edu 

Natural-Fit™ Hand Rims 

The Natural-Fit™ is one of the most extensively researched wheelchair hand 
rims. One study that tested the Natural-Fit™ was funded by the National 
Institute of Health (NIH) through their Small Business 
Innovation Research (SBIR) program.  

And, more recently, a survey of Natural-Fit™ Hand rim 
users was conducted to examine self-reported outcomes 
of using the hand rim. Both of these studies are 
summarized on their web site, but the upshot is that 
When asked to compare propelling with the Natural-Fit™ 
to propelling with their prior hand rims, 85% reported less fatigue, 80% 
reported less pain in their wrists, 65% reported less pain in their shoulders, 
93% said it was better than a standard rim!   

Their web site has information on carpal tunnel syndrome 
and repetitive stress injuries and other wheelchair 
propulsion biomechanics. We look forward to showing their 
product and working with the folks at www.3rivers.com ; 
take a look at their other products, the Smart Wheel™ on 
the left and Game Cycle™ on the right. 



 
VARILITE™ 
believes form and 
function go hand 
in hand when it 
comes to seating 
and positioning 
devices. It is this 
belief that has 
propelled them 
from its modest 
beginnings to a 
diverse, 
international 
supplier of fine 
wheelchair 
positioning 
products.  

 
 

VARILITE ™ has 
made the 
Evolution Back 
even better. Now 
with longer pin 
bars for greater 
angle and seat 
depth adjustment, 
additional shell 
slots for flexibility 
in mounting, new 
shim material and 
lower profile shell 
edge trim. The T 
shaped hex 
wrench replaces 
the L shaped one. 

 

VARILITE™ Seating Systems 
Since Cascade Designs® was 
founded in 1970, it has been the 
premier manufacturer of self-
inflating mattresses. Outdoor 
enthusiasts love the simplicity, 
performance and low 
maintenance of the Therm-a-
Rest® mattress. 

In the 1980’s a wheelchair user 
asked if Cascade Designs could 
make a self-inflating wheelchair 
cushion. They realized that the 
same air and foam technology 
that produced a popular outdoor 
mattress also could be used to 
make a lightweight, 
comfortable, and pressure 
reducing cushion. 

Thousands of hours of research 
and many prototypes later, the 
Modular cushion was introduced 
and the VARILITE™ brand was 
born! Since then, VARILITE™ has grown into a family of seating and back 
systems, belts and harnesses, and accessories. 

The technology combines the 
best of both air and foam. Multi 
stiffness open cell foam 
immerses the user in the 
product as air is released from 
the sitting area. Pressure points 
are reduced as more of the load 
is distributed over the largest 
cushion surface area. And, the 
Pressure Setting Valve (PSV) 
takes the guess work out of 
achieving the proper pressure 
distribution by regulating it each 
time out!  

Today, VARILITE™ products are 
sold in the United States 
www.varilite.com , Canada, 
distributed by RGK Wheelchairs, 
Inc., www.varilite.ca and 
Internationally. VARILITE™ 
products are available 
throughout the dealer network. 

We are proud to distribute their products in Canada and encourage you to 
compare their quality and price with other manufacturers. We know you will be 
impressed; and if you are a current VARILITE™ user, thank you for your 
continued support and know that we welcome your feedback. 



 
“The first Quattro 
built in North 
America 
(TQ329C) 
pictured here 
with Kenda tubes 
on the foot 
platform and 
yellow Kenda Iron 
Caps, and 
Spinergy Wheels! 

 

Spinergy wheels 
are available in 
white, yellow, 
red, blue, and 
black. 

 

Our Contact Info: 
 
RGK Wheelchairs, Inc. 
1932 Danniston Cr 
Orleans, ON K1E 3R6 
Canada 
 
Phone: 
(613) 841-1824 
(866) 827-4548 
Fax: 
(613) 841-5151 
 
E-mail: 
Info@4RGK.com 
Info@varilite.ca 
America@RGKLife.com 
Web Site: 
www.4RGK.com 
www.varilite.ca 
www.varilite.com 
www.RGKLife.com 

Kenda Web Site 
The highest quality tires known 
worldwide for meeting and beating the 
toughest industry standards have 
recently included their wheelchair tire 
offerings on a new and improved web 
presence. Their tires are scientifically 
formulated and designed to provide 
extra-long wear, positive traction, and a 
more comfortable ride. We have worked 
with them to develop the Iron Cap line 
which will stand up to the toughest 
wheelchair use around including full 
contact rugby. In addition, and for the 
budget buyer, we have the cap line. All 
tires are available in popular sizes and colors. Check them out at: 
www.kendausa.com . 

 

See Bespoke Plus @ 4RGK.com 
BESPOKE PLUS helps market and promotes RGK Wheelchairs, VARILITE™ 
Seating and Positioning Systems, KENDA  Tires, SPINERGY Wheels, and other 
products through the North American company called RGK Wheelchairs, Inc. 

If you have something that you think we should be expounding on, 
please contact us at your convenience in the manner of your choice. 

 


