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OlympicsParalympics 
The Olympics are behind us and the Paralympics are 
before us with athletes travelling and staging. Canada will 
have about 145 athletes competing in 15 sports at the 
London 2012 Paralympic Games, from August 29 to 
September 9. 
 
 The Canadian Paralympic Team will be officially 
announced on Tuesday, August 14 at the Pearson Airport 
in Toronto. "This airport send-off is a great opportunity for 
the media and the public to meet several top Canadian 
athletes and coaches en route to the London 2012 
Paralympic Games," says Gaétan Tardif, Chef de Mission 
for the Canadian Paralympic Team. "Team Canada heads 
to London with exciting medal potential, ready to do battle 
with the best in the world." 
 
To stay in touch and get all the latest information on the 
games, check out the following web sites: 
 
www.paralympic.ca/london2012   
www.facebook.com/CDNParalympics   
www.twitter.com/CDNParalympics #London2012 
www.youtube.com/CDNParalympics  

Media Consortium 
For the first time in history, Canadians will be able to 
watch live multiple online streams of Paralympic Summer 
Games throughout the 12 days of competition. Five 
digital streams will offer a total of 580 hours of live 
coverage. Three feeds will offer daily uninterrupted 
coverage of swimming, wheelchair basketball, and 
athletics, while the two other channels will cover a range 
of sports and will show "best of" coverage from the day. 
All digital channels will be accessed from 
www.paralympic.ca, www.CTVParalympics.ca and 
www.RDSParalympiqes.ca 

In addition to the live streaming, the Consortium's digital 
coverage will include a comprehensive video on demand 
and Paralympic news library online and via mobile 
platforms. 

The television coverage will include daily highlights 
broadcast from 10 p.m. to 11 p.m. EST showcasing the 
day's performances, medal winners, athlete interviews 
and event features. Complete coverage of the Opening 
and Closing Ceremonies will also be available on several 
networks including TSN2, Sportsnet One, RDS, and RDS2. 
A broadcast schedule will be published on www.CTV.ca  

Own the Podium-OTP
What a great time to be involved in sport administration! 
Lots of resources and opportunity to create significant 
change, but is it happening? Results in London are 
talked about all the time as being the end game and if 
organizations are simply talking about winning, then 
the degree of success will be easily determined. Own 
the Podium (OTP) is a different attitude for Canadian 
Sport; talking about the end game more than the process 
or the benefits of the sport to our society. 

Originally launched in 2005 in preparation for the 2010 
Olympic/Paralympic Games, OTP is a national initiative – 
bringing together all of Canada’s winter sport organizations, 
summer sport organizations, and major funding partners 
including Sport Canada, the Canadian Olympic Committee 
(COC), and the Canadian Paralympic Committee (CPC). 

Funding for OTP has been generated through government 
partnerships, the Canadian Olympic Foundation, sponsor 
engagement, the Canadian public, and through other 
fundraising initiatives. The Government of Canada is the 
largest financial contributor to the OTP initiative. 

Personally, I like to see winning teams, but I am happier 
seeing growth and development, creating a lot more 
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quality opportunities for larger numbers of people, 
encouraging all to put the most in and get the most out 
of sport. I like to see athletes in their communities 
training hard and preparing for their best performances 
appreciating that friends around the world are doing the 
same and the outcome will be sport at its best. The reality 
in wheelchair basketball in Canada is that the elite are 
being well looked after. They are training and playing 
outside the country because other nations have done a 
much better job in their domestic development. Canada’s 
domestic growth and development continues to flounder 
which will become evident at the national team level as 
some super athletes retire and the crop of newcomers are 
ill prepared to take their place much like we have seen in 
under 22 development. 

Maybe OTP will grow into something much more 
Canadian like “Own the Process” and share it with the 
world to build the best citizens and societies we can 
through sport; and we will have more winners and placers 
every year. 

I am looking forward to seeing our Paralympic Team in 
action in London 2012, and especially watching the men’s 
and women’s wheelchair basketball teams. It will be 
easier now than ever before as Wheelchair Basketball 
Canada is doing an excellent job of promoting events and 
keeping folks informed. It will be bitter sweet however as 
a result of the player/coach/NSO fiasco that has 
interrupted our #9 Chantal Benoit’s 27 year career. 

 Total OTP Funding to Wheelchair Basketball: 

Paralympic 2008/09 
Funding 

2009/10 
Funding 

2010/11 
Funding 

2011/12 
Funding 

Total                           
2008-2012 

 Women  459,000 485,000 688,500 711,500 2,344,000

Paralympic 2008/09 
Funding 

2009/10 
Funding 

2010/11 
Funding 

2011/12 
Funding 

Total                           
2008-2012 

 Men 456,000 565,000 722,500 688,500 2,432,000

Key Messages on OTP: 

The joint goal of the COC, CPC, and OTP is for Canada to be 
amongst the top-12 nations at the 2012 Olympic Summer 
Games (13th Medal Place in London 36th in Gold), and in the 
top-eight of the gold medal count at the 2012 Paralympic 
Summer Games. Canada continues to maintain its goal of 
finishing as the number one nation at the Olympic Winter 
Games, and among the top three nations at the Paralympic 
Winter Games. High-performance initiatives have been 

launched before, but never one as athlete, achievement, and 
excellence driven. OTP is a message to athletes that 
Canadians believe we can be among the best in the world 
and Canadians are prepared to help us get there. 

Part of winning is “Being a player or being in the mix.” ” We 
are now there and must continue to push on in our 
continued quest to Own the Podium.” The focus of Own the 
Podium is to provide additional resources and high-
performance programming to Canadian athletes with 
medal potential, coaches and support personnel to help 
them achieve podium success. 

The funding OTP provides to summer and winter sports is 
directed to high-performance programs only, and is an 
amount above and beyond the traditional sources received 
from Sport Canada or other funding programs. 

Sport-Specific Messages 

Ability to make senior head coaches full time as well as to 
engage a high-performance director; 

Significant expansion of senior training and competition 
program as well as increased investment in Development 
Team and Festivals; 

Ability to purchase higher quality competition wheelchairs 
for Senior Team athletes; 

Development of a multi-discipline Integrated Support Team 
with a focus on strength and conditioning and Mental 
Training – both when team centralized and decentralized; 

Development of a Regional Training Centre network to 
enrich club system. 

 Bits and Bytes 
 Paralympics in London, August 29-September 9; 
 Sept 11, 2012 Richmond, BC; 
 OSOT Sept 21-22, 2012 Mississauga, ON; 
 Rehacare October 10-13, Dusseldorf, Germany. 

 
BESPOKE PLUS helps to market and promote RGK 
Wheelchairs, VARILITE® Seating and Positioning Systems, 
KENDA, and Ki Mobility products, along with Spinergy, 
Glance, Frog Legs, Schwalbe, Sun, MBL, Natural Fit, Blax, 
and other great products. 
Please give us a call or contact the editor, Reg 
McClellan, if you have something that you think we 
should expound on. 

 


