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Dam 24” Wheels 
On occasion we get a call for a tire to go onto a pair of 
“these dam 24” wheels” that are somewhat different than 
other 24” wheels on the market. Usually, it is because they 
are! It would make too much sense if all wheels were 
made the same size or at least have the same 
circumference within particular sizes that we use 
primarily in the wheelchair industry. But, take the 24” 
wheel for example we have four main sizes that share the 
24” part of the equation (a rim known as 547 mm, 540 
mm, 520 mm, and 507 mm). The chart below on loan 
from Sheldon Brown’s web site, shows the Bead Seat 
Circumference (Rim measurement) in column one in 
millimetres and column 2 in inches, then the traditional 
designation (and we often deal with 24 x 1 3/8” or 24 x 1” 
in this industry, then the ISO Bead Seat Diameter, and 
lastly application notes. 

I am sure this industry is riddled with companies that 
have received excellent pricing on particular size bicycle 
wheels and used them to build wheelchairs; and may not 
have ordered enough tires to fit that wheel in the future. 

circumference designation ISO Application 

1718 
mm 

67.7 
inches 

24 x 1 1/4, 24 x 
1 3/8 (S-5) 

547 
mm 

Rare British or Schwinn 
Juvenile bike; 

1696 
mm 

66.8 
inches 

24 x 1 1/8, 24 x 
1 3/8 (E.5), 600 
A 

540 
mm 

British Juvenile, most 
wheelchairs, French 600A is 
actually 541 mm, close 
enough; 

1633 
mm 

64.3 
inches 

24 x 1, 24 x 1 
1/8 

520 
mm 

High performance wheels 
for smaller riders; 

1593 
mm 

62.7 
inches 

24 x 1.5- x 2.125 
507 
mm 

Juvenile mountain bikes, 
BMX Cruisers. 

 

RehaCare 2012
VARILITE® has a full contingent at 
RehaCare this year and will be at 
Hall 4, C07. We look forward to 
looking at the new ICON hardware 
and checking out the prototypes of 

the new products. 

RGK Wheelchairs, Ltd., have been 
exhibiting at this show for years as 
well and will be there at Hall 03 / 
A87. This year they will have the 
Elite, Grand Slam in 7020 series, Max Play, All Star, and the 
Hi-Lite in an FX configuration which provides a folding 
concept with the traveler in mind. 

For the first time, Ki Mobility 
will be at this show in Hall 06 / 
E27. They will be showing their 
Catalyst series products, along 
with the rigid Tsunami and 

Rogue. On the paediatric side, we should have the Spark 
and Little Wave at the show along with a host of extras! 

Konstrictor K1051 
The Konstrictor K1051 colored tires from KENDA are 
manufactured with a non-marking grey material in the 
center of the product and they were supposed to have 
the same non-marking material in the red, blue, green, 
yellow, or orange colored area. We have discovered, 
thanks to some folks in our area here, that R2C Dual 
Rubber Compound Shore measurements may not be 
good in some color combinations. The R2C compound is 
comprised of rubber with two different shore A 
measurements. The center compound is 65-70sA giving 
the compound the fastest rolling speed of tire, while the 
shoulders utilize the L3R compound with 55-60sA giving 
the tire the best control when it turns. But, this 
combination compound can only accept the regular 
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rubber compound in the manufacturing process. 
Therefore, the softer 55-60sA natural rubber is a top 
performer on court, but does leave residual marking 
material in some colors. We see this as an issue in the case 
of the person using 16 degrees of camber or more and 
after the grey part of the tire has been slightly worn. 
 
These tires are recognized by the coloration noted above 
and the "Snake Skin" or Serpentine Tread Pattern on the 
side. They have KENDA’S Casing Added Protection (CAP) 
65 % more puncture Protection, and the best attributes 
for traction, speed, and durability. 
 
The next generation of these tires will have the safe non-
marking compound we have grown to appreciate on the 
KENDA Iron Cap K191 Koncept and K196 Kontender tires. 
 
The K1051 Konstrictor tires are fine for daily use products 
that have nil camber, but we do not want folks using 
them on court. Therefore, we will replace any of those in 
use on court chairs (whether it be for basketball or rugby) 
to ensure that we do not have any facility concerns with 
markings on the court. 
 
We congratulate KENDA for pushing the envelope and 
continually being innovative to provide the best products 
possible for whatever the application. 

Comfort Feet  
We now have stock on the popular Wheel Comfort 
Padded Footplate . They are designed to help protect 
bare feet, maintain foot angle and placement, and 

maintain balance. 
 
They attach securely 
to existing footplates, 
are easy to use and 
remove, Lightweight, 

portable, Durable, and Waterproof (closed cell foam). 
 

Preferred Products 
What does it mean when the dealer tells me that they 
have preferred products that they deal with; that they 
have preferred relationships with certain manufacturers? 
Does it mean that they are only buying the best product 
for me the customer or does it mean that they have by far 
the best pricing on the product that they buy from 
manufacturer 1 over manufacturer 2 so therefore they are 

going to flog that product? And what does it mean when 
the dealer is able to substitute similar product in the same 
reimbursement category? Is that product the one marked 
down on the sheet that the prescribing authority signs or 
was there even a product or brand listed? 
 
It means one thing – Buyer Beware! The end user needs to 
be as informed as possible on the product available in the 
marketplace and understand what is going to work best 
for him/her. In the case of a wheelchair, the dealer and 
prescribing authority are going to be there to complete 
the specification sheet and maybe do the initial fitting. 
The manufacturer is going to be producing new product 
and will be communicating with you through various 
vehicles, but does not really have a direct relationship 
with you. So, you are the one responsible to make the 
best decisions for you and to ensure that your needs are 
best met by the product you want. Do your home work 
and make a decision when you wish! 

OT Month  
October is OT Month and 
to celebrate the Canadian 
Association of 
Occupational Therapists 
(CAOT) has launched a 
national ad campaign 
aimed at raising the 

profile of occupational therapy and encouraging people 
to ask for occupational therapy services from their 
insurance and health care providers. 

Bits and Bytes 

 Rehacare October 10-13, Dusseldorf, Germany; 
 Prairie Seating Nov 5-6 Winnipeg, MB; 
 PSport ON Inclusion Evening Nov 8 Steam Whistle; 
 19thCDN Disability Hall of Fame Nov 29 Toronto ON; 
 29th ISS March 5-9, 2013 Nashville, TN. 

 
BESPOKE PLUS helps to market and promote RGK 
Wheelchairs, VARILITE® Seating and Positioning Systems, 
KENDA, and Ki Mobility products, along with Spinergy, 
Glance, Frog Legs, Schwalbe, Sun, MBL, Natural Fit, Blax, 
and other great products. 
Please give us a call or contact the editor, Reg 
McClellan, if you have something that you think we 
should expound on. 

 


