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30th ISS
The 30th International 
Seating Symposium will 
be held at the Westin 
Bayshore, Vancouver, BC 

Tuesday, March 4 - Friday, March 7, 2014. 
 
This year the ISS will address current and future 
developments in the areas of seating, positioning, and 
mobility. Topic areas include service delivery, product 
development, research and outcomes. The format for the 
symposium will include pre-symposium, plenary, 
instructional, paper, and poster sessions. Extensive 
opportunities will be provided for networking. 
 
The web site suggests that at the completion of this 
symposium, participants will be able to: 
 

1. Identify and compare new and existing positioning 
and mobility equipment; 

2. Discuss the emerging research evidence 
supporting seating and mobility practices; 

3.  Identify resources for seating and mobility practice;
4.  Compare and discuss new seating and mobility 

techniques and interventions; 
5. Explain the advantages and disadvantages of a 

number of innovative service delivery models. 
 
We will be available at the VARILITE® Booth 29-30 and Ki 
Mobility Booth 16-17-18! 
 
Check it out on-line at: www.interprofessional.ubc.ca  

Jr Nationals 
We are looking forward to a commitment 
to sponsor Junior Nationals with my old 
club the Alberta Northern Lights in Edmonton March 28-
30! More to come on this event next month. 

Valentine Gala
The Great Valentine Gala, held annually (this 
year on February 8th at the Harbour Castle in 
Toronto), is the Canadian Foundation for 
Physically Disabled Persons (CFPDP) No. 1 

fundraising event. It has raised approximately $13 million 
to date and has become a glittering showcase for the 
unheralded achievements of people with a disability.
 
CFPDP says, "It's changed the way we think about people 
with disabilities." Its driving force has been Toronto 
businessman, philanthropist and CFPDP founder Vim 

Kochhar. "People with 
disabilities have so much 
to offer yet they've been 
marginalized mostly on 
the basis of appearance," 
says Kochhar." 

The Gala is a celebration 
of the things that really matter - things like character, 
compassion, and community. CFPDP indicate, “we've had 
over 22,000 people at the Gala since it started in 1985 and 
active involvement from many of our leading corporations. 
It's a great way to build awareness." Great Valentine Gala 
revenues have helped support many organizations, 
programs, services, special events, and homes for 
Canadians. 

This year the show starred André-Philippe Gagnon who 
entertained keeping the Gala attendee’s in stitches. 

The King Clancy Award Winners were Kenneth Fredeen 
and Bernard Gluckstein and the Corporate Award 
Winners were Canadian Paralympic Committee and 
Scotia bank. And, there was an inaugural Hon. David C. 
Onley Award which went to Dr. Geoff Fernie. 

For the full scoop see www.cfpdp.com or follow @cfpdp. 

http://www.interprofessional.ubc.ca/
http://www.cfpdp.com/
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Healing Hands 
TEAM CANADA – HAITI FEBRUARY 15-22, 2014 

A message from Sheila Buck, OT Team Member 

It's more than 4 wheels! There is no better place than Haiti to 
describe the true meaning of mobility and what 4 wheels 
can or can't do. In providing wheelchairs and seating where 
life means you need to transport the chair on a motorcycle 
while the child is held between two adults, provides a whole 
new meaning to accessibility.  

It’s more than the colour, the looks, the price, or just mobility. 
It's mobility that needs to work no matter what the size, the 
shape and more importantly where it will be used in 
conjunction to the environment, family and culture. It means 
a team of experts working together to make an 18" chair 
work for the child who should be sitting in a 10" frame. It 
means cutting cushions to fit and using the extra foam to 
make bolsters.  

It is working in extreme temperatures and less than ideal 
conditions...and loving every minute of it. It means seeing 
children who have been lying on mats, sit up and wheel 
themselves ...and then grab your tools or anything else they 
can now get their hands on and grin!  

It means parents letting go and allowing their arms to rest 
from carrying their heavy burden every day, but doing so 
lovingly and with caution as it's all so new. It's their trust in 

strangers who briefly come into their 
lives hoping to make a difference.  

More than 4 wheels ... it's 
questioning, “am I doing enough?” 
It’s having your teenage son say "as 
long as you make kids smile it's 
worth it!" The true meaning of more 
than 4 wheels...is life and what we 
make of it to make life better for 

others!    

Sheila hopes to return to Haiti next year with TCHH. With 
this year’s experience behind her, she feels she can be 
more prepared and have a better idea of what is needed.  
If you are interested in supporting this project, Sheila can 
be reached at therapynow@cogeco.ca or contact the 
person who introduced her to the program Brenda 
McAlpine, Brenda.MacAlpine@rvh.nb.ca  team mate and 
board member at TCHH. You can find more information 
on Team Canada Healing Hands on their website: 
www.tchh.org or see their page on Facebook. 

International Summit

This summer, the International Summit on Accessibility 
will turn Canada’s capital into a headquarters for the 
world’s most influential accessibility leaders and 
ambassadors. Organized by Carleton University with 
support from the City of Ottawa and Province of Ontario, 
the summit will take place on July 12-15, 2014, in Ottawa. 

If you are interested in attending, sponsoring, or 
exhibiting go to www.accessibilitysummit.ca . You will be 
in the accompaniment of 500 others including Rick 
Hansen, Randy Lewis, and David Berman talking 
innovation, technology, and accessible communities. All 
this at the world class Ottawa Convention Centre. 

To speak to someone now, contact Kathleen Courtney at 
(613) 520-2600 ext. 3127 or send her an email at 
kathleen.courtney@carleton.ca Twitter at @ISAccessibility 

Bits and Bytes 

 Western Trip February 27-March 12 
 Centric Health Show Vancouver, BC March 1-2 
 ISS Vancouver, BC March 4-7 
 Medtrade Vegas, NV March 10-12 
 Prairie Seating Winnipeg, MB March 20-21 
 Junior Nationals Edmonton, AB March 28-30 
 NWBA Finals Louisville, KY April 3-6 
 CWBL Nationals Burlington, ON April 4-6 
 Medigas Conference Hockley Valley, ON April 11-13 
 Drug Trading Show Toronto, ON April 18-20 
 Medichair Halton Show Oakville, ON April 24 
 CWBL Women’s Nationals Richmond, BC April 25-27 

 
BESPOKE PLUS helps to market and promote RGK 
Wheelchairs, VARILITE® Seating and Positioning Systems, 
KENDA, and Ki Mobility products, along with Spinergy, 
Glance, Frog Legs, Schwalbe, Sun, Natural Fit, Blax, and 
other great products. Please give us a call or contact the 
editor, Reg McClellan, if you have something that you 
think we should expound on. 
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